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Hank Balch shows the soft pad of a llama’s foot. The gentle giants leave behind few traces that they’ve been an area, because of their padded feet.
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Junior Handlers Allie Justice and Molly McMinn stroll with Storm-e and Spirit the llamas. During the Walk with a Llama event, Annual Passholder will have the chance to lead a llama.
#3 Walk with a llama hank 4.jpg
During the four-hour program, guests will be able to learn many different llama lessons from Hank Balch, owner of Country Walk Llamas.
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Molly McMinn guides a llama through the Great Woodland Adventure trail. 
 
No Fooling
Llama walk planned at Chimney Rock State Park
On April Fool’s Day, Saturday, April 1, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., passholders have the chance to escape the everyday and Walk with a Llama. 
Country Walk Llamas will visit the Park that day with several of their majestic animals. Accompanying the furry critters will be several guides, who will educate passholders about the mammal that’s related to a camel.  
“Llamas are like dogs or cats,” said Hank Balch, owner of Country Walk Llamas. “You can do so much with them. People don’t realize it. After halter training, you can walk them on a lead. Llamas like their space, but they’re very friendly. If you come around, they’re curious about you.” 
The exclusive four-hour event will allow Annual Passholders a chance to get up-close and personal with the animals.
“We’ll take mixed groups on a walk and let anyone who wants to lead a llama,” said Balch. “There will be a handler on hand at all times to share information about the llamas and answer any questions that people may have.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Annual passholders won’t want to miss out on this experience, which will educate attendees about the mammal that leaves few signs of its presence.
“Most people don’t know that their hiking boots leave more of an imprint than a llama’s pad,” said Balch. “The animals are truly gentle giants. Each one has their own personality, and it’s amazing how adaptable they are to their surroundings.”
Cost for this outdoor adventure is $10 per person for passholders and includes a picnic lunch from the Old Rock Café. Annual passholders interested in attending Walk with a Llama can call 828-625-9611 by Wednesday, March 29 to RSVP. 
If you’re not yet an annual passholder, you still have time to become one. Annual Passholder membership to Chimney Rock at Chimney Rock State Park is $28 per adult and $12 per youth (ages 5-15). Annual Passholder memberships are good for 18 months from the date of purchase until the Park’s elevator is back in operation. To purchase your pass and receive invitations to exclusive passholder events like Walk with a Llama, call 828-625-9611.

